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Federal Communications Commission § 25.116

§ 25.115 Application for earth station
authorizations.

(a) Transmitting earth stations. Ex-
cept as provided under § 25.113(b), Com-
mission authorization must be ob-
tained for authority to construct and/
or operate a transmitting earth sta-
tion. Applications shall be filed on FCC
Form 312, Main Form and Schedule B,
and include the information specified
in § 25.130.

(b) Receive-only earth stations. Ap-
plications to license or register receive
only earth stations shall be filed on
FCC Form 312, Main Form and Sched-
ule B, and conform to the provisions of
§ 25.131.

(c) Large Networks of Small Anten-
nas operating in the 12/14 GHz fre-
quency bands with U.S.-licensed or
non-U.S. licensed satellites for domes-
tic services. Applications to license
small antenna network systems oper-
ating in the 12/14 GHz frequency band
under blanket operating authority
shall be filed on FCC Form 312, Main
Form and Schedule B, for each large (5
meters or larger) hub station, and
Schedule B for each representative
type of small antenna (less than 5 me-
ters) operating within the network.

(d) User transceivers in the NVNG
and 1.6/2.4 GHz Mobile-Satellite Service
need not be individually licensed. Serv-
ice vendors may file blanket applica-
tions for transceivers units using FCC
Form 312, Main Form and Schedule B,
and specifying the number of units to
be covered by the blanket license. Each
application for a blanket license under
this section shall include the informa-
tion described in § 25.135.

(e) Earth stations operating in the 20/
30 GHz Fixed-Satellite Service with
U.S.-licensed or non-U.S. licensed sat-
ellites: Applications to license indi-
vidual earth stations operating in the
20/30 GHz band shall be filed on FCC
Form 312, Main Form and Schedule B,
and shall also include the information
described in § 25.138. Earth stations be-
longing to a network operating in the
18.58–18.8 GHz, 19.7–20.2 GHz, 28.35–28.6
GHz or 29.5–30.0 GHz bands may be li-
censed on a blanket basis. Applications
for such blanket authorization may be
filed using FCC Form 312, Main Form
and Schedule B, and specifying the
number of terminals to be covered by

the blanket license. Each application
for a blanket license under this section
shall include the information described
in § 25.138.

[62 FR 5928, Feb. 10, 1997, as amended at 62
FR 64172, Dec. 4, 1997; 65 FR 54169, Sept. 7,
2000]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 65 FR 54169,
Sept. 7, 2000, § 25.115 was amended by adding
paragraph (e), effective Oct. 10, 2000.

§ 25.116 Amendments to applications.
(a) Unless otherwise specified, any

pending application may be amended
until designated for hearing, a public
notice is issued stating that a sub-
stantive disposition of the application
is to be considered at a forthcoming
Commission meeting, or a final order
disposing of the matter is adopted by
the Commission.

(b) Major amendments submitted
pursuant to paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion are subject to the public notice re-
quirements of § 25.151. An amendment
will be deemed to be a major amend-
ment under the following cir-
cumstances:

(1) If the amendment increases the
potential for interference, or changes
the proposed frequencies or orbital lo-
cations to be used.

(2) If the amendment would convert
the proposal into an action that may
have a significant environmental effect
under § 1.1307 of this chapter.

(3) If the amendment specifies a sub-
stantial change in beneficial ownership
or control (de jure or de facto) of an ap-
plicant such that the change would re-
quire, in the case of an authorized sta-
tion, the filing of a prior assignment or
transfer of control application under
section 310(d) of the Communications
Act, provided however, that the change
would not be considered major where it
merely amends an application to re-
flect a change in ownership or control
of the station that had been previously
approved by the Commission.

(4) If the amendment, or the cumu-
lative effect of the amendment, is de-
termined by the Commission otherwise
to be substantial pursuant to section
309 of the Communications Act.

(c) Any application will be considered
to be a newly filed application if it is
amended by a major amendment (as de-
fined by paragraph (b) of this section)
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after a ‘‘cut-off’’ date applicable to the
application, except under the following
circumstances:

(1) The amendment resolves fre-
quency conflicts with authorized sta-
tions or other pending applications but
does not create new or increased fre-
quency conflicts;

(2) The amendment reflects only a
change in ownership or control found
by the Commission to be in the public
interest and, for which a requested ex-
emption from a ‘‘cut-off’’ date is grant-
ed;

(3) The amendment corrects typo-
graphical, transcription, or similar
clerical errors which are clearly dem-
onstrated to be mistakes by reference
to other parts of the application, and
whose discovery does not create new or
increased frequency conflicts; or

(4) The amendment does not create
new or increased frequency conflicts,
and is demonstrably necessitated by
events which the applicant could not
have reasonably foreseen at the time of
filing.

(d) Any amendment to an application
shall be signed and submitted in the
same manner, and with the same num-
ber of copies, as was the original appli-
cation.

§ 25.117 Modification of station license.
(a) Except as provided for in § 25.118

(Modifications not requiring prior au-
thorization), no modification of a radio
station governed by this part which af-
fects the parameters or terms and con-
ditions of the station authorization
shall be made except upon application
to and grant of such application by the
Commission. No license modification
will be required if the licensee seeks to
access another U.S.-licensed fixed sat-
ellite provided:

(1) Consultations pursuant to Article
XIV(d) of the INTELSAT Agreement
have been completed for the satellites,
services and countries involved; and

(2) The operators of the U.S.-licensed
systems have received specific author-
ization to provide the services to the
proposed locations.

(b) Applications for modification of
an earth station license to add, change
or replace transmitters or antenna fa-
cilities conforming to § 25.209 will be
considered to be minor modifications if

the particulars of operations remain
unchanged and frequency coordination
is not required, provided however, that
the maximum power and power density
delivered into any antenna at the earth
station site shall not exceed the values
calculated by subtracting the max-
imum antenna gain specified in the li-
cense from the maximum authorized
e.i.r.p. and e.i.r.p. density values.

(c) Applications for modification of
earth station authorizations shall be
submitted on FCC Form 493 except as
set forth in paragraph (e) of this sec-
tion.

(d) Applications for modifications of
space station authorizations shall be
filed in accordance with § 25.114, but
only those items of information listed
in § 25.114(c) that change need to be
submitted provided the applicant cer-
tifies that the remaining information
has not changed.

(e) Any application for modification
of authorization to extend a required
date of completion (e.g., begin con-
struction, complete construction,
launch, bring into operation) shall be
filed on FCC Form 701 (Application for
Additional Time to Construct). The ap-
plication must include a verified state-
ment from the applicant:

(1) That states the additional time is
required due to unforeseeable cir-
cumstances beyond the applicant’s con-
trol, describes these circumstances
with specificity, and justifies the pre-
cise extension period requested; or

(2) That states there are unique and
overriding public interest concerns
that justify an extension, identifies
these interests and justifies a precise
extension period.

[56 FR 24016, May 28, 1991, as amended at 61
FR 9952, Mar. 12, 1996; 62 FR 5928, Feb. 10,
1997]

§ 25.118 Modifications not requiring
prior authorization.

(a) Equipment in an authorized earth
station may be replaced without prior
authorization or prior notification if
the new equipment is electrically iden-
tical to the existing equipment. Li-
censees must notify the Commission
using FCC Form 312, Main Form, with-
in 30 days after the new equipment is
installed.
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